Peninsula Occasional Childcare
Newsletter Term 1 2017

Welcome to Term 1
A big welcome back to our families and children returning after what we hope was a
fantastic Christmas and relaxing New Year! Of course we extend a very warm welcome to
our new families and know that you and your child will quickly settle into our Preschool
routine.

Staffing
By means of introduction my name is Lynne O’ DonnelI will be taking on the role of
Supervisor of Occasional Care. I hold a Bachelor in Education Early Childhood and I have
over 30 years of experience in Early Childhood settings. I have been working with the great
team at Coast Community Connections for over 2 years in Before and After School Care and
Vacation Care and during the last 12 months in a part time capacity in Occasional Care. I am
very excited about taking on this role, working with the amazing staff in Occasional Care and
returning to my passion of Early Childhood Education. I will also be running Playgroup
Tuesday Mornings and would welcome all our families to come along.
Joann, Alison, Michelle and Annette will continue their currant roles in Occasional Care
providing lots of loving care and stimulating activities for your children.
Loren has returned to her full time role as Nominated Supervisor in Before and After School
Care and Vacation Care but will continue to have input and involvement in the Occasional
Care program undertaking the role of Nominated Supervisor for this service.
The staff would like to thank Loren for her all her amazing contributions to Occasional Care in
2016

Volunteers
We are very lucky to be visited each week by
three lovely volunteers. Tuesday- Paddy
Wednesdays- Julie and Thursdays Phyllis.
These three ladies are a great addition to our
service offering assistance with
housekeeping duties as well as being
available to assist and interact with the
children and offer as an extra pair of arms to
comfort restless little ones.

Our Program
Our Program is based on the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia and is designed
to provide environments and play experiences to enable the children to grow physically,
emotionally, intellectually and socially. The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia is
centred on a play based philosophy.
Play is a context for learning that:
 Allows the expression of personality and uniqueness
 Enhances dispositions such as curiosity and creativity
 Enables children to make connections between prior experiences and new learning
 Assists children to develop relationships and concepts and stimulates a sense of well
being
“Play provides opportunities for children to learn, as they discover, create, improvise and
imagine. Children’s immersion in their play illustrates how play enables them to simply enjoy
being” (The Early Years Learning Framework).
This manner of programming is consistent with all child care services and pre-schools on the
Central Coast.
Our Service offers the additional advantages of: A small group setting-allowing us more time to focus on your child individually,
 Family age groupings- allowing the children to spend their day with siblings and
interact with children of different ages.
 Flexibility of attendance hours- our service allows for families to utilise and pay for only
the hours they require, rather than paying for the session (i.e. the total hours the centre
operates) for example if a service is open 7.00 to 6.00 your fees will be based on a 11
hours per day even if your child only attends for 6 of those hours.

Your Child’s 2017 Journal
We are about to begin our journaling process for the year,
gathering artworks, writing learning stories and
developing our individual program for each child. Through
this process we take lots of phots of the children at play to
be included in the journal.
As many of the images we take reflect the beautiful social
interaction between the children, we will be seeking your
permission to have your child’s name and image were
appropriate to be included in the learning stories of other
children.
With this permission we will not be required to crop your
child out of images going into another child’s journal and
we will be able to fully reflect the interactions between the
children

Family Photo Display
We have recently put up a family tree in our classroom with the names of each
child, their parents and siblings. This allows educators to easy access
information about the people in each child’s family and has led to lots of great
conversations with the children about the people they love.
Extending on this idea we would like to create a photo wall of our families
enabling us to support the children’s sense of belonging and to create a visual
link with home.
Please bring in a photo your family or email an image for us to print.

Cultural Celebrations
The first week of February we celebrated Chinese New Year.
The children were fascinated with the animals of the Chinese
Zodiac and were very excited to discover their personal
Zodiac creatures. We learnt about dancing lions and dragons
as we watched Chinese New Year Parades on the I Pad and
the children created their own fabulous Chinese dragon and
performed lots of Dragon Dances.
We would like to continue to celebrate culturally relevant
special days and community days throughout the year.
Please share your families’ special celebrations with us so
that they can be included in our program.

Tin Cans
We are in the process of adding interesting recycled and natural materials into our home
corner. We would like to add a collection of steel cans and were hoping that families could
bring in empty tins which have resealable metal lids such as Coffee, Milo or Chocolate Quik
tins.
We would also like some pinecones and Banksia pods if you have them available in your
garden

Coming Events
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March 20-March 24
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HeartKids Australia is launching Sweetheart Day on 14 February to
raise awareness of childhood heart disease their work in providing
support, advocacy, growing awareness and enabling further research
into children's heart disorders.
Hinamatsuriis also called Doll's Day or Girls' Day, is a special day in
Japan. Hinamatsuri is celebrated each year on March 3
St Patrick's Day is an annual observance that is popular in Australia on
March 17. This event serves as a tribute to Ireland and one of its patron
saints, St Patrick. The legend of the leprechaun and its gold is one of
the many Irish folktales shared on St Patrick's Day in Australia.
Harmony Day celebrates Australia's cultural diversity.

Fees
All fees must be paid on the day of attendance or paid in advance. It would be appreciated if fees
were paid on arrival, as afternoons can be very busy. The service has EFTPOS for your
convenience. Please remember that 24 hours notice of absence must be given or full fees for that
booking will be charged.
Sign In and Out of Service
All children must be signed in on our attendance roll at entry to the service every time they arrive and
must be signed out of the service as they leave each day. This is a Department of Education &
Community requirement as well as being necessary in the event of an evacuation or lockdown
Immunisation Records
Please bring in any Immunisation record updates as soon as you receive them so we can copy and
place this on your child’s file. Thank you to all the families who have kept these updated for our
records. According to the National Immunisation Program Schedule, children need to receive
immunisations at birth, 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 12 months, 18 months, & 4 years.

Play dough
The children have recently been enjoying a range of play dough
experiences, a great open ended activity.
The benefits of play dough are Fine Motor Skill Development: great for strengthening
muscle tone in hands
 Calming and therapeutic: simply sitting and squashing and
rolling a piece of playdough in your hand is a very calming and
soothing activity.
 Creativity and imagination: the possibilities for playdough
play are limitless, inspiring creativity and encouraging use of
their imaginations.
 Develops hand-eye co-ordination: by using a variety of
materials and objects in playdough play can enhance handeye co-ordination.
 Social skills: Playing with play dough in small groups and or
with adults presents lots of possibilities for talk and discussion,
playing collaboratively, problem solving and planning with
others.
 Promotes Play: allows children to be children, to slow down
and play, using a range of their senses and skills.

No CookNoFailPlaydough Recipe
 2 C plain flour
 4 tbs cream of tartar
 2 tbs cooking oil
 1 C salt
 2 C boiling water
 food colouring of choice
Mix all dry ingredients together & combine well
Mix all liquids together & stir.
Make a well in dry ingredients & add the hot liquid &
stir slowly until it forms together into thick dough.
Stand for 10 minutes then knead into dough
Also can add, essential oils, flower petals, plastic
toys, lavender, rice, pop sticks, small stones etc

Hats / Sun Protection / Sunscreen
All children need to have either a wide brimmed hat or the Legionnaires style hat (peak at
front and flap on neck). Please clearly label your child’s hat. Please do not send your
children with peak hats as these do not cover ears or necks form the sun and are not sun
safe.
Children must also have tops with sleeves that cover their shoulders.
Sunscreen is available at sign in table for parents to apply to their children.
Footwear Please send your child in safe appropriate footwear, no thongs or heeled
shoes, joggers or sandals with backs are the safest foot wear.
Spare clothes Please remember to have spare clothes in your children’s bags each time
they attend the service, even the older children need a change as they can get wet
clothes at times, during play.

